assed  the  passengers)  died  before  they  were 
half  way  over,  and  William  Butten,  a  ser¬ 
vant  of  Samuel  Fuller,  died  just  before  they 
sighted  land.  John  Howland  came  close  to 
being  the  third  fatality  when  he  was  swept 
overboard,  during  a  storm,  but  he  was  able 
to  seize  a  trailing  topsail  halyard  and  was 
rescued.  There  was  one  birth  during  the 
time  at  sea;  Elizabeth  Hopkins  had  a  son, 
who  was  named  appropriately  “Oceanus.” 

Arrival  and  Exploration 
Land  was  sighted  on  November  9, 1620.  It 
proved  to  be  Cape  Cod,  which  although  the 
right  latitude,  was  well  east  of  their  original 
destination  at  the  mouth  of  the  Hudson 
River.  However,  an  encounter  the  following 
day  with  the  shoals  which  lie  off  the  outer 
Cape,  as  well  as  the  lateness  of  the  year, 
persuaded  them  to  remain  in  the  Cape  area. 
The  MAYFLOWER  came  to  anchor  in  what 
is  today  Provincetown  harbor  on  November 
11,  after  66  days  at  sea.  That  day  the  male 
passengers  signed  the  famous  agreement  we 
now  know  as  the  “Mayflower  Compact.” 

While  the  MAYFLOWER  remained  in  the 
harbor  at  the  tip  of  Cape  Cod,  the  people 
went  ashore  to  shake  off  the  months  of 
travel,  to  wash  their  linen  and  to  explore 
what  they  perceived  to  be  a  wilderness.  A 
shallop  -  a  small  coastal  craft  -  had  been 
stowed  below  decks  in  sections.  The  pieces 
of  the  shallop  were  unshipped  and  brought 
ashore  to  be  put  together.  This  took  16  or 
17  days.  While  the  Pilgrims  were  waiting 
for  the  shallop  to  be  reassembled,  sixteen 
armed  men  set  out  on  November  15  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Myles  Standish  to 
explore  the  immediate  area. 


The  explorers  saw  some  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans  from  afar,  but  were  unable  to  catch  up 
with  them.  They  discovered  a  buried  cache 
of  Indian  corn  and  a  kettle,  which  they 
took  (but  paid  for  the  following  June),  and 
the  remains  of  a  fortification.  As  they  wan¬ 
dered  William  Bradford  was  caught  in  the 
noose  of  a  deer  trap.  A  second  expedition, 
in  which  34  men  took  part,  used  the  shal¬ 
lop  to  proceed  further  along  the  inner 
Cape.  They  found  many  signs  of  the 
native  population  which  had  fled  at  their 
approach,  more  corn  and  the  burial  of  a 
European  man. 

Plymouth  Founded 
It  was  on  a  third  expedition  that  the 
exploring  party  arrived  in  Plymouth  harbor, 
where  they  finally  found  a  suitable  place  for 
their  permanent  habitation.  On  December 
6,  ten  men  braved  the  frigid  winter  weather 
to  take  the  shallop  once  again  along  the 
coast.  They  found  a  Native  American  burial 
ground  and  some  unoccupied  dwellings 
before  camping  for  the  night.  At  daybreak 
on  December  9 ,  they  were  attacked  by  the 
local  inhabitants  in  a  brief  exchange  of 
arrows  and  musket  shot,  but  no  one  was 
harmed.  The  party  then  proceeded  in  the 
shallop  only  to  be  caught  in  a  rising  storm. 
First  the  heavy  seas  broke  the  rudder 
hinges;  then  their  mast  split  into  three 
pieces.  It  was  all  they  could  do  to  maneuver 
the  shallop  into  a  nearby  harbor  and  land 
on  an  island  where  they  spent  a  cold  and 
rainy  night.  The  following  day  being  the 
Sabbath,  they  did  little  but  explore  the 
island.  It  was  later  named  “Clark’s  Island” 
apparently  after  Thomas  Clarke,  the  mate 
of  the  MAYFLOWER. 
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